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Idaho Alpine Club Bulletin
Volume 43 - Issue Number 12 - December 2003
P.O. Box 2885, Idaho Falls, Idaho 83403-2885
web site: www.idahoalpineclub.org
e-mail: info@idahoalpineclub.org.
2003 Executive Coun cil
President
Tim Adkison
542-0786
Vice-president
Michelle Fox Benson 525-3238
Secretary
Jeff Coward
522-8135
Treasurer
Bob Kroupa
524-6273
Mem bers-at-Large
Betsy Adkison
John Bissett
Barbara Brown
George Cole
Bulletin Editor
Donna W hitham
Bulletin Assistant
Rene Miller

542-0786
522-8977
522-4074

520-1728
542-5126

Publicity & Community Liaison
Donna W hitham
520-1728
Historian/Librarian
Barbara Brown 522-8977
Please mail completed common
adventure forms to the secretary.

Coordinators
Program
Donna W hitham 520-1728
Backpacking
George Cole
522-4084
Mark Whitham
520-1728
Caving
Dean Killian
357-7354
Climbing/Mountaineering
Eric Peterson
529-9538
Kurt M yers
522-5279
Conservation
Tim Adkison
542-0786
X-Country Skiing
Mark/Donna W hitham 520-1728
Bicycling
Michelle Fox Benson 525-3238
Jeff Coward
522-8135
Kayaking
Rob M ullin
524-3594
Canoeing
John Page
356-6486
Sue Page
356-5118
Rafting
Greg Hulet
523-6199
Trail Maintenance
Open
Day Hiking
Mark/Donna W hitham 520-1728

General Club Meeting
Held at 8:00 p.m. on the first Wednesday of each
month, normally in the large meeting room of the
Idaho Falls Public Lib rary.
NO GENERAL MEETING IN JULY.
Membership Fees
Full Year
July 1 - October 1
Individuals: $20
$15
Family:
$25
$20
After October 1, the payment of full year fee applies
to the following year. Full-time students (18 or
older) and seniors (65 or older): $5 off the above fee
schedule.
Council Meetings and Bulletin Deadline
Council Meetings held on the third Tuesday of each
month at 7:30 PM
December Council meeting, 12/16:Michelle
Benson's, 1136 Clarence, Idaho Falls, 525-3238
January Council meeting, TBD:
Materials for inclusion in the next bulletin are due
by the weekend before the council meetings.
Please send electronically to the bulletin editor at
editor@idahoalpineclub.org
January Deadline is Midnight December 20

Idaho Alpine Club Meeting
Old Faithful to Bechler Ranger Station Ski Trip Presentation
December 3, 2003 at 8 PM
Idaho Falls Public Library - Large Meeting Room
In late February 2003, Jerry Painter and Steve Bohrer embarked on a 32 mile ski tour of the Yellowstone
National Park back country, beginning at Old Faithful and ending at the Bechler ranger station. Over the
next four days, they encountered beautiful pristine scenery, sub-zero temperatures, frigid river crossings, and
a now-famous lost ski incident. Jerry and Steve will be showing slides, sharing experiences, and some
lessons learned from the trip.
The presentation is open to the public and all outdoor enthusiasts are invited to attend. For more
information contact programs@idahoalpineclub.org or check out the club website at
www.idahoalpineclub.org or call D. Whitham at 520.1728.
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President Speaks
Ready for the snow? It's on its way so get those
cross-country and backcountry skis tuned up and ready
to go! While you're getting those ready, you may want
to consider a little snowshoeing this year. There are
usually several trips, planned and impromptu,
throughout the season so invite yourself along for a
little stomp in the snow.
I would like to thank the council and general
membership of the IAC. It has been a privilege to
serve as the vice-president and president for the past 4
years and I look forward to continuing to serve the
IAC as a council member-at-large. I will be passing
over the duties of president to the very capable hands
of Garney Hardy and I know that she will receive the
support of all of the IAC members and council.
Adieu and Happy Trails,
Tim

IAC Council Meeting Minutes
Meeting Date: 11/18/2003

more sophisticated equipment to see if scan/OCR
quality copies can be made.
5) New Business:
Election of new officers (all)
Secretary:

Jeff Coward

Treasurer:

Barbara Brown

Vice-President:

Michelle Benson

President:

Garney Hardy

Members-at-large:

George Cole:
Tim Adkison
Betsy Adkison
Gary Vecillio

Due to the Library closing at 8:00 pm, among other
things, it was mentioned that we had received
inquiries about changing the General Meeting time
to 7:30 pm from 8:00 pm. It was suggested that we
solicit member input before doing this. If any
members have an opinion or preference as to the
start time for the monthly General Meetings, please
make your preference known to an officer or
council member. Phone numbers are listed on page
1 of the Bulletin, or you can send an e-mail to
secretary@idahoalpineclub.org

Invitees: Tim Adkison, Betsy Adkison, Michelle
Benson, Jeff Coward, Bob Kroupa, Barbara Brown,
George Cole, Gary Vecillio, Garney Hardy, and John
Bisset

December General Meeting snacks: Jeff Coward

Note Taker: Jeff Coward

December council meeting at:

1) Meeting call to order: 7:45 pm

Michelle Benson's

2) Reading of previous month meeting minutes:
approved

1136 Clarence, Idaho Falls, 525-3238

3) Treasurer's Report:
Income:

$142.15

Expenses: $141.50
Members to Date: 105
4) Old Business:
IAC club window stickers (Jeff)
Need to go to Pocatello to obtain pricing from local
supplier. This will be compared to prices from
out-of-state suppliers.
Preparation of old bulletins for CD scanning
(Barbara/Jeff) List of missing bulletins prepared,
Jeff still needs to get files from his diskettes.
Photocopies of the old mimeographed bulletins
that will be hard to scan have been made. Quality
was much improved, but results could be better.
Jeff will take samples to local copy shops with

Meeting adjourned: 9:30 pm
Meeting Date: 10/21/2003
Attendees: Tim Adkison, Michelle Benson, Jeff
Coward, Betsy Adkison, Barbara Brown, George
Cole
Note taker: Tim
1) Meeting call to order- 7:55pm
2) Reading of September minutes- approved
3) Treasurers report
Income:
$ 39.82
Expenditures: $ 161.30
Balance:
$ 4,710.98
Members to date: 103
4) Old business
IAC club window stickers (Jeff)- currently 3
companies are being investigated to complete our
window decals. Jeff will continue to update the
council on the progress of this task.
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(October Minutes Cont.)
Election discussion (all)- a general discussion
about potential nominees for the council at the
general meeting.
5) New business
Request by IAC membership for the council to
have an official position on outdoor recreation user
fees (all)- after extensive discussion, the council
believes that it is not their place to take a stance for
the general membership on this political issue. The
council encourages those interested in this issue to
contact the appropriate legislator(s) to express their
opinion.
Use of club website for e-commerce purposes
(George)- Discussed the possibility of using the
club website to generate revenue from commissions
derived from links accessed on the website.
George will report to the council next month on
how his personal websites have fared during the
previous 30 days as an example.
Changing of the bulletin editor (all)- as a token of
their appreciation for the previous 6 years of
service as bulletin editor, the council voted to give
Rene Miller a gift certificate to a local retail store
in the amount of $25.00.
Need for a column in the bulletin so that the
general membership can make informed decisions
(all)- discussed the usefulness of having a column
posted in the bulletin when an issue of concern to
the general membership arises, ie-user fees. This
column will provide both pro and con to the
pertinent issue and will give contacts so that
members can express their opinions if they wish.
General meeting snacks: Tim & Betsy Adkison,
Michelle Benson
November 18th council meeting at: Tim & Betsy
Adkison’s, 155 Chatham Dr., I.F., 542-0786
December 16th council meeting at: Michelle
Benson’s, 1136 Clarence, I.F., 525-3238
Meet and greet duties: Tim, Barbara, Michelle
Meeting adjournment: 9:15pm

Upcoming Programs
January: Annual Winter Bash and Membership
Drive. Start collecting your slides and digital images
to share at the annual winter bash.
February: No general IAC meeting this month so
members can go to the Banff Mountain Film Festival
and support the Nordic Ski Patrol.

IAC Bulletin Archiving Project
WANTED missing newsletters: As part of the historical
preservation of Alpine Club documents we solicit help.
"Club Historian" Barb Brown is trying to track missing
issues of the Alpine Club Bulletin from the 1960s and
1970s.
If anyone has actually stashed bulletins from those years
or any other publications including membership lists,
please e-mail Barb at barbara@srv.net or call 522-8977.
We'll also be trying to round up electronic copies to help
with the archiving project.
Garney Hardy says she passed a box along to a
replacement secretary, probably in 1979 or 1980 that she
thinks contained a collection of newsletters and notes.
This material may contain some of the missing
newsletters from the 1970's. If anyone knows the
whereabouts of this box, please let me know.
Following are the missing issues from the early years
(referenced are the president and newsletter editor from
the year):
September 1964 (Dean Millsap; Barb Brown)
June 1967 (Boyd Norton; (Nadine Allen-Gale)
June 1974 (Cyril Slanksy; Barb Brown
April 1975 (Larry Taylor; Barb Brown )
October 1976 (Joe Gasidlo; Mark Hoza)
January 1978 (Mark Hoza; Steve Letson)
July 1979 (Mark Hoza; Cathy Chisholm)
August 1979 (Mark Hoza; Cathy Chisholm)
There are missing issues from the 1990's but most are
probably retrievable from George Cole's or Jeff Coward's
files.

Banff Mountain Film Fest
Banff Film Festival date and time will be Wednesday,
February 4th at 7:00 p.m. at the Colonial Theatre. A
preview video should be available for the December
General Meeting, or by the January meeting at the latest.
Tickets have not yet gone on sale, but they will be $10 in
advance from the usual outlets (Colonial Theatre, Idaho
Mountain Trading, Clarke Kido, Alan Crockett, etc.) and
$12 at the door.
**********************************************
FOR SALE: North Face Expedition 25 1995 model, with
attached footprint. In good condition. Packed weight 11#.
$499 new, $250 FIRM. Mark or Donna for more
information. 520.1728 or programs@idahoalpineclub.org
**********************************************
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Cross Country Ski / Snowshoe
Schedule For 2003 ~ 2004
November 29 - Christmas Tree Cutting Trip
Snowshoe or cross country ski to search out the
perfect Christmas tree in Tie Canyon, which is in the
Pine Creek Pass area. The location could change
depending on where the Forest Service is allowing
Christmas tree cutting this year. Forest service
Christmas Tree permits required. They are available
at the Eastern Idaho Visitors Center on Lindsay Blvd
or the Forest Service Office on the Ririe Highway.
(Permits were $5 last year). Contact Mark or Donna
to sign up and for the meeting place and time,
xcski@idahoalpineclub.org or 520.1728.
December 5 -7 - Island Park / West Yellowstone
Skiing (note location change)
Join us in Island Park and West Yellowstone to
explore the Brimstone trails at Ponds Lodge (Park ‘N’
Ski permit required) or to ski at Rendezvous Ski
Trails in West Yellowstone (permits available at Free
Heel & Wheel in West Yellowstone). Contact Mark
or Donna to sign up and for the meeting place,
weekend plans, and time, xcski@idahoalpineclub.org
or 520.1728.
December 13 - Snowshoe Chick Trip
Women’s Snowshoe in Kelly Canyon and soak at
Heise Hot Springs afterwards. Contact Donna to sign
up and for the meeting place and time,
xcski@idahoalpineclub.org or 520.1728.
December 30 - January 1 - New Year's Eve at
Elkhorn Hot Springs
A cabin (with indoor plumbing, but no bath or
shower) has been reserved for the nights of December
30 & 31, 2003. For now at least, additional rooms are
available at the Trail Creek Lodge for the group rate.
Lodging includes hot pool admission (with shower
facilities). Assuming at least 10 people are in our
group, the lodging cost will be $12 per person per
night. The resort is at a trail head for cross-country
skiing in the Beaverhead National Forest, and
downhill skiing is available at nearby Maverick
Mountain. Plan for your own breakfasts & lunches (or
eat at the lodge), but bring something for a potluck
dinner Dec. 30. We'll make reservations for New
Year's Eve dinner at the nearby Grasshopper Inn,
sincethey have had an excellent buffet in past years.
Call Rebecca Smith at 528-6637 for details and to
confirm your spot!

January 3 - Kelly Canyon Snowshoe Trip
Join us to snowshoe in Kelly Canyon and soak at Heise
Hot Springs afterwards. Contact Mark or Donna to sign
up and for the meeting place and time,
xcski@idahoalpineclub.org or 520.1728.
January 9 - 11 - Island Park / West Yellowstone
Skiing
Join us in Island Park and West Yellowstone to explore
the Brimstone trails at Ponds Lodge (Park ‘N’ Ski permit
required) and to ski at Rendezvous Ski Trails in West
Yellowstone (permits available at Free Heel & Wheel in
West Yellowstone). Contact Mark or Donna to sign up
and for the meeting place, weekend plans, and time,
xcski@idahoalpineclub.org or 520.1728.
February 21 - Harriman to Ponds
Northeast of Idaho Falls in Island Park. Rolling
intermediate terrain. Trail is rated as advanced due to the
12+ miles. A shuttle will be needed so those that would
rather ski at Ponds or Harriman could drop off the rest of
the skiers and shuttle the vehicles. We will be skiing this
in reverse to avoid the afternoon winds across the
meadows. Park ‘N’ Ski Permits will be required at either
end and are available at Ponds or Harriman. End of the
day potluck tailgate party. Contact Mark or Donna to
sign up and for the meeting place and time,
xcski@idahoalpineclub.org or 520.1728.
March 12 - 14 - Yellowstone Rendezvous Marathon
Race
Test what a winter of XC-Skiing has done for your
fitness level by joining us at the races. Freestyle or
Classic 50k, 25k, or 10k XC-ski races can be entered by
accessing the website at www.rendezvousskitrails.com
Entry fees are $50 until January 1, 2003, then increase
monthly the longer you wait to make up your mind. You
get a great t-shirt just for entering and there are 3 yummy
food stations along the race course. For an additional
$15 you can attend the awards banquet (more yummy
food and drawings for great prizes), in the evening after
the race. If you don’t want to race you can still just go
up, cheer the racers on, ski on the course after the races
have started, and attend the banquet for $15. We plan to
go stay in West Yellowstone on Friday and Saturday
night (everyone will have to make their own lodging
arrangements). Contact Mark or Donna for more
information and where we will be staying at
xcski@idahoalpineclub.org or 520.1728.

REMEMBER TO RENEW
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March 20 - 21 - Huckleberry Hotsprings XC-Ski /
Snowshoe Winter Campout
East of Idaho Falls near Flagg Ranch. Easy 2 mile ski
or snowshoe in over mildly rolling terrain. Depending
on the trip participants, we may continue on the
additional mile to Polecat Hotsprings to camp and
soak there. This is great snowshoeing terrain. This is
also the annual celebration of Mark’s birthday.
Contact Mark or Donna to sign up and for the meeting
place and time, xcski@idahoalpineclub.org or
520.1728.

Eastern Idaho Cross-Country Ski
Guides and Maps
Available on the Idaho Falls Ski Club Website:
http://ifskiclub.com
Bear Gulch-Mesa Falls Guide Map
Brimstone-Buffalo River Guide Map
Fall River Ridge Guide Map
Harriman State Park Guide Map
Harriman-Brimstone Connector Map
Kelly Canyon Nordic Area Guide Map
www.Delorme.com kindly allows the ski club to use
these maps.

For more information about the Park ‘N’ Ski Pick up
a guide at one of the permit sellers in Idaho Falls,
Pocatello, or Island Park. Two of the permit sellers in
Idaho Falls are:
Idaho Mountain Trading 474 Shoup Ave Idaho Falls
523.6679
Eastern Idaho Visitor Info 505 Lindsay Blvd Idaho Falls
523.1012
Of Note: Harriman State Park is no longer part of the
Park and Ski Program as of this year and will require
either daily permits or annual passes much like the
Rendezvous Ski trails in West Yellowstone.

Trip Reports:
November 8 - Goldbug Hotsprings
The last day hike of the season to Goldbug Hot Springs
was one to remember. Debra Harrison, Tracy Larson,
Deborah Wagoner, Bruce Wickham, Jan Wright, Jack
Worrell, John Mott joined Mark and Donna Whitham for
the two mile hike to a wonderland where steamy hot
spring pools and cascades await. The springs sit midway
up a canyon with a spectacular view and are usually quite
busy this time of the year. We lucked out and had the
springs virtually to ourselves, sharing them only with
Steve, who comes up from Challis each year to join us.
The brisk temperatures in the morning gave way to a
pleasant, sunshine warmed day. A yummy dinner at the
Ram’s Horn on the way home topped off a relaxing trip.

PARK ‘N’ SKI INFORMATION
While we all would prefer to ski free, Park N' Ski
permits have financed much of the cross-country
skiing development in Idaho during the past several
years. Purchasing a pass provides a funding source
for ski clubs and agencies interested in maintaining
and developing cross-country skiing facilities.
Services offered to skiers vary from year to year
depending on volunteer support, donations and
revenue generated through the sale of Park N' Ski
permits. Poor snow years and no support of the
program often translate into low income, thus reduced
services.
When you purchase a $20 annual permit, or a 3-day
temporary permit for $7.50, the money is dedicated by
law to be used exclusively for improving
cross-country skiing opportunities. As such, the
program has been widely supported by Nordic skiers
statewide. When skiers purchase a permit, they are
asked to designate a specific Park N' Ski area they
would like to see improved. This gives skiers greater
control over how and where the funds are spent.

Grant Applications
Recreational Trails Program Project Funding
to be Accepted Until January 30, 2004:
The Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation provides
a variety of grants to government and private entities in
Idaho for the creation and renovation of outdoor
recreational facilities.
Governmental entities and private organizations can
apply for grant funding. All projects are reviewed by the
Recreational Trails Program Advisory Committee, which
makes recommendations to the Idaho Park and
Recreation Board for final approval.
Grant Forms are available at
www.idahoparks.org/about/grants_trails.html & in Word
(and WordPerfect) format from Donna Whitham (the
IDPR ORMV Southeast Idaho Non-Motorized
Representative.
Contacts:
Dan Haws 208-525-7121
East Region Grant Specialist
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Eastern Idaho Resource Advisory Committee
Seeks Project Proposals
The Eastern Idaho Resource Advisory Committee
(RAC) is now accepting project proposals for natural
resource improvements on National Forest lands.
Project funds have been made available under Title II
of the Secure Rural Schools and Community
Self-Determination Act of 2000. The law is commonly
referred to as the Craig-Wyden legislation, and was
enacted to stabilize the payments rural counties
receive from the federal government for roads and
schools. The RAC, which was established by the U.S.
Secretary of Agriculture in response to The Act, will
review proposals and recommend for funding the
highest ranking projects on the Caribou-Targhee
National Forests within Bannock, Bear Lake,
Bonneville, Caribou, Clark, Franklin, Fremont,
Jefferson, Madison, Oneida, Power and Teton
Counties.
Title II of The Act allows counties to designate a
portion of the payments they receive for natural
resource projects benefitting our National Forests.
Approximately $66,000 was made available by the
county commissions of Bonneville, Caribou, Clark
and Fremont Counties for projects on the
Caribou-Targhee National Forests. A citizen’s panel
(RAC) is accepting applications from any interested
person or organization with a proposal to improve
National Forest lands. The deadline for submissions is
Friday, February 27, 2004.
Although The Act provides for a wide range of project
types, projects must be on National Forests and/or
benefit National Forest resources. At least fifty
percent of all project funds must be used for projects
that restore streams and watersheds, or maintain or
decommission roads. Project proposals must be
submitted on the Eastern Idaho RAC Project Proposal
Form. The form and directions for completion are
available at any Caribou-Targhee National Forest
Office or on the Internet at
http://www.fs.fed.us/r4/caribou-targhee. For more
information or for assistance in completing the
proposal form, contact Lynn Ballard or Joanna
Bennett, by phone at (208) 524-7500 or by email at
lballard@fs.fed.us or jjbennett@fs.fed.us. “We hope
there will be a variety of proposals for our RAC to
consider,” said Jerry Reese, Designated Federal
Officer. “These projects will provide good
opportunities to work with the counties and public in
improving National Forest lands.”

The next Eastern Idaho RAC meeting is scheduled for
March 17, 2003 starting at 10:00 AM at the
Caribou-Targhee National Forest Headquarters, 1405
Hollipark Drive, Idaho Falls, Idaho. All meetings are
open to the public, with public comment permitted
throughout the session. This meeting will be to make the
first cut in applications that have been received. If your
project is chosen for the second round, a second
application will be sent to you and will need to be filled
out and sent in by April 9, 2004. A final meeting will be
held on April 28, 2004, where these project proposals
will be presented orally to the RAC. A final decision will
be made at the end of the meeting for project funding for
Fiscal Year 2004.
USDA Forest Service
Caribou-Targhee National Forest
1405 Hollipark Drive
Idaho Falls, Idaho 83401

Web Site News
If you haven't noticed, the IAC web site
(www.IdahoAlpineClub.org) has recently been
redesigned. For your convenience, the most recent
club bulletins are included as well as all the posted
club activities. Additionally, you can:
- Download membership applications and Common
Adventure Release forms
- Look up contact information for club officers and
activity coordinators
- Read the club By-Laws
- Search the club classified ads or post you own ad
- View pictures from recent club activities
- Find out what the 10 E's are anyway?
- Check out club members' Restaurant Reviews or
submit your own review
- Find links to other cool outdoor websites
- Activity coordinators and officers wishing to
publish information on the web site can contact the
IAC Webmaster (George Cole) at 522-4084 or
Webmaster@IdahoAlpineClub.org
George Cole - IAC Webmaster
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Club Member Benefits

IAC Logo T-Shirts!!

10 % discount on (non sale) outdoor equipment at
the following stores:

Short sleeves or long sleeves, crew neck, heather grey Dri
Release material with embroidered club logo! Short
sleeve $12 each. Long sleeve $21 each. Sizes Small,
Medium, Large, and X-Large. The shirts are available at
the monthly meetings, but if you just can’t wait until the
next meeting, contact Garney Hardy 522.6128 to get
yours sooner.

Idaho Mountain Trading - Shoup & B
Idaho Falls - 523-6679
K & R Adventure Gear - 522-5279
or 877-369-7407 www.knradventuregear.com
Canyon Whitewater Supply
450 S Yellowstone Idaho Falls-522-3932
Free Heel and Wheel,
40 Yellowstone Ave. West Yellowstone, Montana,
406-646-7744.
Discounts on Jerry Painter’s Hiking and Biking guide
books
Alpine Club Rental Gear is available to paid-up
members. Call the appropriate coordinator for
more information.

Notes Of Interest...
This website is a good source for plants although you
do need to have an idea of what plant family you are
looking for:
http://plants.usda.gov/
Access Fund’s Endangered Climbing Areas Web
Page Updated with added information and pictures at:
http://www.accessfund.org/endangered/index.html

North Face VE-24 tent--George Cole
Climbing helmets-- Kurt Myers
Ice axes-- Kurt Myers
Caving helmets-- Dean K.
Carbide lamps, Clinometer & compass for cave
mapping--Dean K.
Rafting equipment --Greg Hulet

Stone Walls Rock Gym
Winter Hours are 12 p.m.-9p.m. Monday-Thursday
12-10p.m. Friday and Saturday 12- 5 Sundays.
The gym offers a $1 discount to Alpine Club
members.
Phone: 528.8610

Newsletter Advertising
Members: Free space is usually available for
members’ ads for used or needed equipment. Free
space (up to half pages depending on space) is also
available to businesses that offer discounts to
members.
Nonmembers: Half page ad - $25
12 half-page ads, purchased at the same time - $20
each for a total of $240
Full-page ad - $40 12 full-page ads purchased at the
same time $33.34 each for a total of $400
.

REMEMBER TO RENEW:
IT IS TIME TO RENEW YOUR IAC
MEMBERSHIP FOR 2004
DON’T LOSE OUT ON ALL THE FUN BY
FORGETTING TO RENEW. MAIL
YOUR RENEWAL IN TODAY AND BEAT
THE RUSH.
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IDAHO ROADS PDF
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION PDF

